Why We Will Fight #2 

7 May 1998 

By Mike Vanderboegh, 1ACR 


Editor's Note: Liberals, who have long ago jettisoned any absolute principles for which they are 
personally willing to die to uphold, fail to understand that there are people still around who are 
willing to die for their principles. Thus, what liberals see as "a little inconvenient regulation", we 
see as a direct blow to our God-given rights. Out of such inabilities to communicate, civil wars are 
made. The letter to USA Today which occasioned my reply below was typical of the new statist 
historical revisionism. Liberals have come to understand that we, their opponents, revere the 
original Documents of our civilization. Thus if they can twist those documents to support their 
way of framing "the problem," they think we'll somehow be hoodwinked into believing the 
opposite of the Founders intentions. Nice try, no cigar. 

- Mike Vanderboegh, 1ACR 

The latest in a series of letters on the theme: "If you want 'em, Come and get 'em." 

Subj: Writer Hauls Trash for Tyranny 
Date: 98-05-07 22:10:08 EDT 
From: MolOCav 
To: editor@usatoday.com 
CC: MolOCav 

7 May 1998 

To the Editor, USA Today 

Headline: Writer Hauls Trash For Tyranny 

Thomas Bonsell is "tired of hearing or reading" Charlton Heston, alleging the "NRA trashes 
meaning of Second Amendment." (USAT, 7 May 98). I submit that Mr. Bonsell has no idea how 
tired America's peaceable gunowners are of pseudo- scholarly apologists who seek to give a legal 
or historical figleaf to the tyranny of firearms confiscation. 

That one of the liberal "anointed" such as Bonsell should deliberately misinterpret the Founders' 
well-documented intent to preserve the rights of individual citizens to own and use firearms is 
hardly unique. But why is it that liberals find individual rights enshrined in every other article of 
the Bill of Rights, save the Second, which they claim is a collective right only? Would Mr. Bonsell 
believe James Madison? The author of the Bill of Rights first worded the 2nd Amendment this 
way: "The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed, a well-armed and well- 
regulated militia being the best security of a free country..." 

(Note that the individual right is plainly and unambiguously enunciated first. And if Mr. Bonsell 
was honest enough to consult a 200-year-old dictionary, he would find "well-regulated militia" to 
mean properly drilled and organized, using modern arms of a common caliber, made up of all 
able- bodied citizens; certainly not an extension of the regular national army, which today's 
National Guard definitely is.) 



Indeed, the Founders envisioned the armed citizenry as a bulwark of liberty against possible 
federal tyranny. They codified this in the 2nd Amendment, which many generations of Americans 
less "enlightened" than Mr. Bonsell have had no difficulty interpreting for themselves, especially 
the words "shall not be infringed." 

You know, the Clinton Administration has recently agreed with Mr. Bonsell and adopted King 
George the Third's firearms policy: "There is no individual right to arms." Clinton, like Bonsell, 
does not realize that gun confiscation is not an intellectual parlor game without casualties. It 
strikes at the very heart of American liberty. There are those of us who hold that liberty dearer 
than life itself and we know that the unintended consequences of such a policy would be 
catastrophic. 

Therefore, I would suggest Mr. Bonsell have the courage of his gun-grabbing convictions and first 
try to come and get MY firearms HIMSELF. Don't sit in the comfort and safety of your home and 
urge someone else's son in the police or military to kick down the door of my home, to risk his life 
disarming me. Come yourself. Now. Today. Call your gun-grabbing buddies at the BATF. They'll 
be happy to give you my address. Bring Bill Clinton along if he's reevaluated his personal 
cowardice policy. 

I won't hold my breath. Anointed types such as Bonsell and the Clintonistas wouldn't be caught 
anywhere near the cutting edge of policies they advocate. They might get killed. And you know 
what? That's exactly what the Founders had in mind when they framed the 2nd Amendment: that 
the armed citizenry would foil the designs of a tyrannical federal administration. But hey, Bonsell, 
if the plain language of the Constitution does not deter you and you still think you want my 
firearms-- come and get 'em. I think you'll change your mind about the 2nd Amendment. 

- Mike Vanderboegh, P.O. 926, Pinson, AL 35126 Pager (205) 320-4540. 


********************************************** 


USA TODAY 
7 May 1998 

NRA Trashes Meaning of Second Amendment 

I am a bit tired of hearing or reading the comments of actor Charlton Heston concerning the 
Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. ("Heston Fires Another Shot at Streisand over 
'Incident"', Life, Tuesday). 

Particularly galling is Heston's contention that the TV movie, The Long Island Incident, 
misrepresented the National Rifle Association and the Second Amendment. USA Today quoted 
Heston as saying: "We are talking about a sacred document in America, and to distort it and 
misstate its reality is a very serious error." 

But it is Heston and NRA spokesmen who distort and misstate the "reality" of the Second 
Amendment. And they have done a major disservice to this nation with their distortions. 

The Second Amendment was not created merely to allow everyone the "right to keep and bear 
arms," as NRA propaganda repeatedly tells us. 

After the Revolutionary War, the economy was in shambles because Britain had been the main 
trading partner of the colonies. With many people left destitute, rebellions were threatening the 
peace so many localities tried to restrict possession of arms. 


The national government had to adopt the Second Amendment to exercise its power in Article I, 
Section 8, "To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the Militia." Militia would be 
National Guard in today's terminology. 


Heston and NRA spokesmen continually omit half the amendment to justify their position and to 
distort the amendment's true meaning and purpose. The Second Amendment allows Congress all 
the authority it needs to control guns under its power of arming and disciplining the National 
Guard. 

Having Heston interpret the Second Amendment for us is like having Rep. Dan Burton, R-Ind., 
interpret the phone conversations of Webster Hubbell-- only self-serving matters will be 
discussed. 

Thomas Bonsell, author "The Un-American Trashing of the United States Constitution in the 
American Press" 

Port Orchard, Wash. 
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